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MOUNT NOTRE DAME

Empowering Young Women

MND British Literature CPX Summer Reading Assignment 2021
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime by Mark Haddon

Hello Scholars!

Welcome, to British Literature class. We are excited to accompany you on this journey of discovery as
you immerse yourself in learning about the literature of Britain from its earliest days to the present. We
hope you enjoy the award-winning novel we have chosen as your Summer reading and we encourage
you to start the school year off by completing this first assignment to your best ability. As you scroll
down you will find helpful suggestions on how to do it well.

*Incoming Seniors will also submit a first draft of a college essay.

The Assignment: Read and Annotate the Novel.

For your summer reading assignment, you will annotate your book as you read. Annotation encourages close
reading and keeps you engaged in a text by recording your thoughts during the reading process. To annotate a
text, write meaningful questions, comments, and observations on the annotation sheets provided. These
annotations will be submitted to your English teacher for a grade. If you prefer to type your annotations rather
than write them by hand and save them all in a single word document, that is acceptable. Use the example
below a model for completing your annotation sheets:

Page Quotation from Book:

Number: 1/Say, you sure was right about him. Maybe he ain‘t bright, but | never see such a worker... There ain't
39 nobody can keep up with him.”

Annotation .
Annotation:
Number:

{ | Characterization of Lenny; he is not in the scene

You must include the quotation and page number to which each annotation is referring. If you are annotating a
large passage, record the most important sentence or two from that passage. Be sure to spread your annotations
out evenly across the book.

Perhaps the simplest way to distribute your annotations is to divide the pages in your book by 50 (the minimum
expected number of annotations); the result is how many pages between annotations. (Example: 200 page
book/50 annotations = one annotation every 4 pages) There are more sample annotations on the following

pages.

As you read your fext, consider all of the ways that you can connect with what you are reading. Don’t overuse
the same type of annotation. Instead, use a variety of approaches to record your reactions to your book. Here
are some suggestions that will help you with your annotations:
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Point out and discuss literary techniques the author

Make connections to other parts of the book.

Offer an analysis or interpretation of what is happening in the text.

is using.

Explain the effects of syntax, method, figurative language and other techniques on the text.
Ask specific questions about what you don’t understand.

Make connections to other texts you have read or to things you have seen, including movies, comic

books/graphic novels, news events, other books, stories, plays, songs, or poems

Paraphrase or summarize a particularly difficult or
Make connections to your own life experiences.
Describe a new perspective you may have now.

By doing this well, you will be prepared for the discussion
the first few weeks of school.

meaningful passage or moment from the text.

Explain the historical context or traditions/social customs that are used in the passage.

s and the assignments on the story that will take place

Examples of Good Annotations

Note: You are not expected to
write this many annotations
per page. These examples are
just meant to show you a
variety of things you might
record in your annotations.
See the rubric for number of
annotations that are
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inde me as bright, if I was even a little bit smart, P'd have my
emind : own lietle place, an’ I'd be bringin® in my own crops,
o m ! ‘stead of doin® all the work and not gerting what comes
bm er up outta the ground.™ George fell silent. He wanted to
M'ﬁb mfﬂs talk. Slim neither encouraged nor discouraged him, He
+D bﬁ. h ';,ﬂ just sat back quict and receptive.

“It ain’t so funny, him an® me goin® aroun’ together,”
own boss. -

lauys in e
'3 QUEE.DHEME

>-F§resl-.ndomiv 7




e
L2

MOUNT NOTRE DAME
Empowering Young Women

.Auuocmn THERE WAS evening.
ing through-the wmdﬂm pf the bu.nkhn-

i E
| ivwds dusk. Through :}E Tpunxr cgm fhu ﬂudl'}b "eﬂery
| and occasiongl clangs of a horseshoe garme, and now
i a.nd. thm the sound of vcm:ﬁ r?a.lsud in nppm:.ral or E'+S ‘HI'I-E- s
Sbmmdﬂmgemmtarhndarkﬂdm humk- \:
M ,? house together, Shm reached wp over the card table :
5 tirned on the tin-shaded electric light. Instantly
:f‘ 1‘¥) the table was brilliant with light, and the cane of the - i

shade threw its brightness straight -downward, leav- i
the cmuafﬁ:bunlﬂimmﬂmﬂmk SJJIFSBI ;

E dmonubﬂzandﬁewﬂtﬂokh!!glauuppm &1a‘£¢+ lﬂdlﬂﬂ‘lﬁ
gt wrassit sbthing,” said Slith. *T would of had to of education
f dmm;{mpﬂﬂf m;ﬁyﬁa}w Mo nwdtuth:nkm: Lﬂ-ﬁ-K
| abm:l.tt]ﬂﬂ
el naid “T:mah‘tmndl to vou. mavke, bnt:r\ un fou H -I-{-ns.
ALTI-ICIUEH THERE WaS evening brightness show-
ing through the windows of the bunkhouse, inside
it was dusk. Through the open door came the thuds i |
HU.L\ 7 | and occasional ¢langs of a horseshoe game, ang oW : n
. and then the sound of voices tassed in approval or

derision. :
Slim and Geotge camie into the darkening bunk- -:
i house together, Slim reached upmthe :mdmhk a4 m}-\ 7
[ imitum:dund\etmshndudd:m ‘f
[ ﬂucmhlnwasbﬂlﬂamm&llgh:,andﬂumohhn _1
* shade threw its brightness straight downward, leav- :

ing the corners of the bu::l:-]muae #till in dusk, SILm AL : u} 1’\ ?
down on a box and ‘took his f ;

SI It wasn't niothing, * said Slim. “I would of lmd to
im /'/

d.rm.rnui rm:rstnf Taim antyways. No need to thank me

Grnmemcl "lrmsn‘:nnﬂra bre,
du.m : mahmdammmmqmygmmnfhwhm ﬁ‘\} IDC. & ;

| Tt

! we'te gonna get him to sleep in here, He'll want to sleep y
right-out in the barn with "em, We'll have trouble keepin®
@ /"L’.hmﬁaﬂigﬂmngﬂgﬁtmth:hmrwnhﬂwmpupu

i il

oo ot b g
GrTEh e S L =
Fuhy ':.-l..L‘."':"ir'.. ik

Inadequate Annotations
(Annotations Like These Will NOT Earn Credit for this assighment)
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Summer Reading Annotations Rubric

Novice 6

Apprentice 7

Proficient 8

Distinguished 10

Quality of
Annotations

Annotations are
random and show
little understanding
of the novel.

Annotations are
mostly at the surface
level. The
commentary shows
some deeper
thought but not
throughout the text.

Annotations
demonstrate some
analysis and
interpretation —
thinking somewhat
beyond the surface
level of the text.
Attempts at making
connections.

Annotations
demonstrate analysis
and interpretation —
thinking beyond the

surface level of the
text. Thoughtful
connections made to
other texts, or other
events throughout

the novel.
Thoroughness
of Less than 30 At least 30 At least 40 At least 50
. annotations annotations annotations annotations
Annotations
Variety of Annotations only ask | Annotations contain | Annotations contain | Annotations contain

Annotations

brief questions or
only have one-word
comments.

a mixture of brief
questions,
comments, and
observations.

a mixture of
reasonable
questions,

observations,

comments and
reflections.

a thorough mixture
of significant
questions,
observations,
comments, and
reflections.
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Summer Reading Annotations (Record Your Annotations along with the Page Number from Your Book)
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Page Quotation from Book:
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Page Quotation from Book:
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Annotation Annotation:
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Page Quotation from Book:
Number:
Annotation .
Annotation:
Number:
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Name: Title of Book:
Page Quotation from Book:
Number:
Annotation .
Annotation:
Number:
Page Quotation from Book:
Number:
Annotation .
Annotation:
Number:
Page Quotation from Book:
Number:
Annotation .
Annotation:
Number:
Page Quotation from Book:
Number:
Annotation Annotation:
Number:
Page Quotation from Book:
Number:
Annotation .
Annotation:
Number:




MOUNT NOTRE DAME

Empowering Young Women
Summer Reading Annotations (Record Your Annotations along with the Page Number from Your Book)
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